We thank Drs Muscari and Zoli for calling attention to their recent study of plasma levels of the N-terminal portion of BNP precursor (NT-proBNP) in elderly subjects. 1 They reported that NT-proBNP levels showed a modest inverse correlation (Spearman ϭϪ0.24 and Ϫ0.22, respectively) with hematocrit and hemoglobin, respectively (their Table 3 ). Similarly, multiple linear regression of log-transformed NT-proBNP levels yielded a partial correlation coefficient rϭϪ0.22 (PϽ0.0001) in their large sample (nϭ713 subjects).
